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THE HYPOCHONDRIAC BY MOLIÈRE 
IN A NEW VERSION BY RICHARD BEAN 
FROM A LITERAL TRANSLATION BY CHRIS CAMPBELL
DIRECTOR ANTONI CIMOLINO

Grade Recommendation
Most suitable for Grade 7 and up.

Student Matinée Dates
August 30; September 29; October 12

About the Play
The Hypochondriac (also known as The Imaginary Invalid) 
is a translation of Molière’s Le Malade Imaginaire. The last 
play Molière wrote, it is a three-act satirical farce that pokes 
fun at the medical profession. It opened in February 1673 at 
the Théâtre du Palais-Royal in Paris, where it was presented 
for the amusement of King Louis XIV. Molière played the 
lead role of Argan. During the fourth performance, he 
began coughing up blood and died at home hours later.

Synopsis
Obsessed with what he erroneously imagines to be 
the perilous state of his health, Monsieur Argan, court 
upholsterer to Louis XIV, lives like an invalid, subjecting 
himself to an endless round of enemas, purgatives and 
other unnecessary remedies. To save money on doctors’ 
fees, he has decided that his daughter, Angélique, must 
marry into a medical family. Having already chosen 
a prospective son-in-law, the unappetizing Thomas 
Diafi orerhoea, he announces that if Angelique accepts his 
choice, she will offi  cially become heiress to his wealth.

This comes as bad news not only to Angélique, who 
has already set her heart on Cléante, a handsome young 
apprentice in her father’s workshops, but also to her 
stepmother, the scheming and faithless Béline, who has 
been counting on inheriting Argan’s fortune herself. Béline 
– who has been using Argan’s supposed physical frailty 
as an excuse for avoiding marital relations – and her lover, 
Monsieur Deuxfois, plot to get Angelique disinherited and 
packed off  to a nunnery. Deuxfois tricks Argan into setting 
up a bogus trust fund in Béline’s name, while Béline herself 
manoeuvres Cléante into a compromising position with 
Angélique so that she can denounce the two young lovers 
to Argan.

Fortunately, Argan’s housekeeper, Toinette, is determined 
to rescue Angélique, to expose Béline and Deuxfois, and 
ultimately to save Argan from himself by putting him off  
doctors for life. To achieve this, she enlists the help of 
Argan’s sensible brother, Béralde. First, Toinette persuades 
Argan to feign death, so that he can witness for himself 
the reactions of his wife and his daughter. Put to this test, 
Béline naturally reveals her true colours, while Angélique is 
genuinely grief-stricken by her apparent bereavement.

Béralde then proposes that Argan himself become a 
doctor. He off ers to have friends of his from the medical 
faculty conduct the inauguration in Argan’s own living room. 
But at the very height of this ridiculous “ceremony” – in 
reality, a satirical burlesque enacted by medical students – 
real life unexpectedly intrudes upon the world of the play.

Content Advisory for Students
Contains some bawdy humour and overt references to 
bodily functions.

Curriculum Connections and Links
1. All Grades: Language/English (Listening to Understand, 

Speaking to Communicate, Reading for Meaning)
2. All Grades: The Arts/Drama
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Themes and Motifs
• Quackery
• Greed
• Gullibility
• Deception
• Retrogression
• Courtship
• Comedy of manners
• The medical profession
• Physical comedy/farce
• Satire

Enrichment
Study Guide* available at stratfordfestival.ca/studyguides.

Prologues* (interactive presentations on stage) at 11 a.m. 
before every student matinée except May 16; June 1; 
September 2, 7, 15, 28; October 4.

Private workshops and post-show chats may be arranged by 
calling the Education Department at 519.271.4040, ext. 2354.

Festival Theatre and Costume Warehouse tours may be 
arranged by calling the Box Office at 1.800.567.1600.

Additional classroom activities and ideas for engagement 
with the text can be found at stratfordfestival.ca/
teachingmaterials.

Let Us Take Care of Lunch!
Picnic lunches are available anytime (must be ordered 
two weeks in advance) and Student Deli Lunch Buffets are 
another option (subject to availability). For more information 
ask the Groups and Schools Department when placing your 
ticket order.

Theatre Etiquette
Respect the actors and your fellow patrons. When the lights 
dim, it is time to be quiet and engage with the actors on 
stage. Be sure to turn off mobile devices and refrain from 
texting, talking or eating, as this is disrespectful to the 
actors who are telling the story.

Respond to what you see through laughter, tears, smiles, 
giggles or captivated silence. The actors feed off your 
presence and response to their work on stage. Don’t 
respond by talking to your neighbour; please wait until after 
the performance to discuss your thoughts.

Booking Information
Online
You can order your group tickets online at any time 
right from your desk. You can even select your seats! 
To start planning your trip, go to stratfordfestival.ca/
schools.

Email
groups@stratfordfestival.ca

Phone
1.800.567.1600 or 519.273.1600

Mail
Stratford Festival
Attn: Groups and Schools
P.O. Box 520
Stratford, ON   N5A 6V2

facebook.com/StratfordFestival
twitter.com/Stratfest
youtube.com/StratfordFestival

Support for the 2016 season of the Festival Theatre is generously 
provided by Claire & Daniel Bernstein. 

Production support is generously provided by Sylvia D. Chrominska, 
by Dr. Dennis & Dorothea Hacker, by Dr. Desta Leavine, by Drs. M.L. 
Myers & the late W.P. Hayman and by Dr. Robert & Roberta Sokol.
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